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the Board of directors & staff of Genesis house of ne Missouri
wish you and your faMily
a Blessed christMas and a joyous new year!

IT’S A BOY!!!

Congratulations and Welcome to Motherhood, Brenna!
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Children are a gift from the Lord. (Psalm 127:3)

As a way of thanking our supporters, we are offering our beautiful Genesis House 2017 ornament for any year-end
donation of at least $25. Monthly supporters (new or continuing) will also receive this gift as a small token of our
appreciation.
Donations can be made online through our website at: www.genesishouse2.org, or by mailing your check to:
Genesis House of NE Missouri, 101 SW Morgan Street, Edina, MO 63537

Knox County Christmas Celebration December 8th

On December 8th, 2017, Genesis House participated in the

On Friday, December 8 from 3pm-8pm, Genesis House set up a booth in the Knox County Community Center
to promote the ministry. Jeff Miller (House Father) and Sandra Novinger (GH Board President) hosted the
table and were available to take donations for our 2017 Christmas Ornaments. They visited and shared
Christmas wishes with many of the residents they knew. They were blessed to meet many of the Knox County
residents they did not know and were able to share with them information about Genesis House.
The booth also had a Lollipop Tree for the children in attendance. For a $1.00 a “play” the child was able to
pull a lollipop out of the Christmas Tree. If the lollipop had a special marking on it, then the child received a
prize. Let’s just say the Lollipop Tree was a hit with the children! The word spread among them which brought
more children to our booth, with their parents in tow, giving us more opportunities to share about our
ministry. So, there was a lot of Fun Raising, Fund Raising and Raising Awareness!
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GOD WALKS WITH SINGLE MOMS
There are many reasons why a growing number of women find themselves the head of a one-parent home.
Whatever the reason, one thing is certain: God's faithfulness to single moms can be seen in Scripture and is evident
in the lives of mothers and their children today. Genesis 21:9-14 tells the story of a tumultuous family problem
involving Isaac, the son God promised to Abraham in his old age, and Ishmael, his son born to Hagar. Though
Abraham's wife, Sarah, was the one who originally suggested that her husband sleep with her maid, she later
insisted that the son produced by that union and his mother be "cast out" of their home. As a result, Hagar became
the first single mother mentioned in the Bible.
Early in the morning, Hagar left the place she and her son had called home for many years. Genesis 21:14 says
Abraham placed the strap of the water bottle on Hagar’s shoulders. The Greek word for shoulder is shek-em', which
means "place of burden." Hagar was left with the overwhelming responsibility of raising a child alone without the
provision and protection of a father. With no water to drink and no well to draw from, death seemed imminent for
3

DECEMBER 2017

the boy and his mother—until God intervened. "Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him with your hand, for I will make
him a great nation," God said to her (Gen. 21:18). Today, God is still reaching out to single mothers. He's offering
to be a never-ending source of love, strength and provision.
It was never God’s intention for single moms to go through life alone. Even in the “wilderness,” He hears our cries
and is faithful to help those who call upon Him. The Bible says Hagar wandered in the wilderness of Beersheba;
Beersheba was a desert that still exists today. Its name means "well of oath" indicating its function to be a constant
source. Hagar was frightened at the prospect of losing her son to the wilderness, just as single moms are fearful of
losing their children to this world. Scripture says she placed Ishmael "a good way off" and said, "Let me not see the
death of the child" (Gen. 21:16). She then turned her back to him and cried. Many times, our problems and
situations are overwhelming. Single parenting takes faith, trust in God, and action. When Hagar cried out to God,
He "opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water; and she went, and filled the bottle with water, and gave the lad
drink" (v. 19). God provided a well of water for her and Ishmael. That well represents His never-ending commitment
to single mothers and their children.
Genesis House seeks to be used by God as a well of spiritual water – like the natural well He showed Hagar in the
wilderness—that will bring hope to single pregnant and parenting mothers. By providing for the physical, emotional,
and spiritual needs of each mother and child, we can point them toward God, guide them toward a hope-filled
future, and raise a chosen generation for Christ. Won’t you partner with us toward that goal?

PLEASE PRAYERFULLY CONSIDER DONATING TO GENESIS HOUSE
Traditions often inspire joy and a sense of belonging. They also help create heartwarming memories for children
and adults alike for years to come. One such tradition is Christmas gift-giving. People across America look forward
to giving and receiving presents wrapped in bright, glittery paper and ribbon. There’s something about the way the
Christmas tree looks when beneath its branches lie a mound of shiny gifts of all sizes.
In the Christian religion, the practice of giving gifts at Christmas is traced back to the gifts of gold, frankincense and
myrrh that were given to the Christ child by the three Magi. To be certain, the ancient Church did not “celebrate”
Christmas as much as it “observed” Christmas as a holy day. It wasn’t until the modern era that the tradition of
giving gifts to loved ones at Christmas became more and more popular.
Today, we give gifts at Christmas for our own reasons. For some, it is a way to celebrate the Christian holy day. For
others, it is a special time to let family and friends know you care. Many are led to support various charities and
ministries with financial gifts as a way of designating a portion of their “treasure” to the people and causes they
value. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Matt 6:21)

MAY GOD KEEP YOU AND BLESS YOU DURING THIS BLESSED SEASON!
WISHING YOU A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY, HEALTHY & BLESSED NEW YEAR!
GENESIS HOUSE BOARD & STAFF
Board President: Sandra Dodd Novinger
Board Vice President: Ron Harrison
Board Treasurer: Denise Brechue
Board Secretary: Aaron Rye
Board Member: Bethany Rye
House Parents: Jeff & Donda Miller
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